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Recommendation for Change of Publication, through your appropriate functional chain of
command.

SUMMARY OF CHANGES: This document has been substantially revised and must be
completely reviewed. Major changes include specific requirements for the wear of Airman battle
system-ground (ABS-G), fire retardant universal camouflage pattern (FR-UCP), fire retardant
Operation Enduring Freedom camouflage pattern (FR-OCP), and tactical flight duty uniform
(TFDU), for USCENTCOM AOR and USAFCENT subordinate expeditionary organizations to
include all deployed personnel who transit the AOR.
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Chapter 1
COMMANDER’S AUTHORITY AND INDIVIDUAL’S RESPONSIBILITIES

1.1. Commander’s Authority: Commander, United States Air Forces Central Command
(COMUSAFCENT) sets and is the final approval authority for Air Force dress and appearance
standards within the CENTCOM Area of Responsibility (AOR). COMUSAFCENT establishes
policy for wear of uniforms through publication of this instruction. Dress and appearance standards
remain a responsibility of the Administrative Control (ADCON) authority during sister service
integrated operations. Unless otherwise restricted due to safety or tactical application, the standards
established in this instruction are mandatory and must be followed. AFI 36-2903, Dress and
Personal Appearance of Air Force Personnel, applies where dress and appearance standards are not
specified in this document.

1.1.1. COMUSAFCENT appoints USAFCENT Al/Director as lead agency for publication of
AFCENT dress and appearance standards.

1.1.2. COMUSAFCENT delegates authority to Subordinate Unit Commanders (Defined as: Air
Expeditionary Wing and stand-alone Air Expeditionary Group Commanders (or equivalent), Air
Expeditionary Task Force Afghanistan and Iraq Commanding Generals, Coalition Training
Team Commanding Generals, and the Combined Air Operations Center (CAOC) Chief of Staff)
to publish supplements to this instruction.

1.1.2.1. Standards established in these supplements will not degrade from the standards
established in this instruction.

1.1.2.2. Standards established within supplements will not degrade from neatness,
cleanliness, safety and professional military image.

1.1.2.3. Commanders must consider joint and coalition dress and appearance standards
during the development of supplements.

1.1.3. COMUSAFCENT appoints the USAFCENT/A1 as lead for publication of dress and
appearance standards for USAFCENT Airmen working at Shaw Air Force Base.

1.2. Subordinate Unit Commanders: Commanders may publish supplements (or an interim
policy memorandum) to this instruction to establish dress and appearance standards within their
organizations. Commanders must:

1.2.1. Forward draft supplements to USAFCENT/A1 for review and coordination within
HQAFCENT, prior to publication. Interim use of a policy letter or community standards
document is authorized to establish emerging or critical dress and appearance standards while
awaiting approval of draft supplements.

1.2.2. Update their supplements as needed.
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1.2.3. Send updates to USAFCENT/AL for review and approval.
1.2.4. Establish standards that maintain the integrity of our Air Force military image.

1.2.5. Not establish standards or create loosely translated standards that allow Airmen to detract
from proper military image in the AOR.

1.2.6. Determine and publish “no hat” and “no salute” areas. These areas must be kept to a
minimum.

1.2.7. Ensure supplements allow for some variations at Forward Operating Bases (FOBs) and
Contingency Out Posts (COPs). Airmen may need to adapt to local conditions based on joint
safety and security requirements.

1.3. USAFCENT Airmen Responsibilities: While wearing the uniform, all USAFCENT Airmen
will adhere to standards of neatness, cleanliness and military image. In addition, Airmen will know
and comply with this instruction and applicable supplements and be responsible for enforcement of
these standards by making spot corrections when deviations are observed.
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Chapter 2
BASIC UNIFORM STANDARDS
2.1. Duty Uniform for USAFCENT Airmen: Airmen assigned to USAFCENT will wear Airman
Battle Uniform (ABU) as the basic duty uniform. Airmen assigned to certain duties may be
authorized to wear a fire retardant uniform. See Chapter 3 for more information.
2.1.1. The Desert Flight Duty Uniform (DFDU) is authorized for wear by those qualified in
aviation duties and required to wear. Do not deploy with any other uniform combination unless
otherwise approved. Security Forces personnel may wear the DFDU while performing Fly-
Away Security Team (FAST) duties.
2.1.2. For those AFSCs required by AF policy to wear all-cotton uniforms for safety purposes,
personnel may wear the 100% all cotton ABU or 100% all cotton coveralls that are unit
provided.
2.1.2.1. The following AFSCs are authorized to wear all cotton uniforms:
2.1.2.1.1. 3EO0X2 - (Electrical Power Production), 3E1X1 (Heating, Ventilation),
3E0X1 (Electrical Systems, AC & Refrigeration), 3E7X1 (Fire Protection), and
3E4X1 (Water & Fuels Systems Maintenance).
2.2. Off Duty Uniform for USAFCENT Airmen: All Airmen assigned to USAFCENT will wear
a prescribed uniform while in the CENTCOM AOR at all times. Civilian clothing is not authorized

for off-duty wear except in specific off-installation cases which will be addressed in this instruction
or supplements.

2.3. General Uniform Standards:
2.3.1. All uniforms will be worn IAW this instruction and applicable supplements.
2.3.2. Torn, tattered or heavily soiled uniforms will be turned in and replaced if available.
2.3.3. Patches may only be worn when specifically authorized.
2.3.4. Arabic and Dari style nametags will only be worn by those who have direct duty contact
with host nation personnel. Approval must be designated from the highest unit level (i.e., AEW

or stand alone AEG or equivalent) for key specific AF personnel.

2.3.5. All military personnel will wear sewn on NAME and U.S. AIR FORCE tapes unless
otherwise specified.

2.3.6. Rank insignia is mandatory for all military personnel.

2.3.7. Authorized DFDU patches and nametags will be desert subdued.
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2.3.8. US Flags worn on DFDU will be full color.

2.3.9. The Air Force Physical Training Uniform (AFPTU) is not authorized as an on-duty detail
uniform outdoors.

2.3.10. Wear of a reflective belt is mandatory from dusk until dawn while in duty uniform. Due
to high-level lighting areas, installation level commander or higher may designate specific “non-
wear” areas.

2.3.10.1. On duty Force Protection or Base Defense Force Airmen will not wear reflective
belts unless directed by Commanders.

2.3.10.2. Wear of the reflective belt is not required in the AFPTU. Because of the reflective
nature of the AFPTU, COMUSAFCENT considers the AFPTU uniform as the equivalent of
a “reflective belt” in joint and combined domains. If Airmen choose to wear the AFPTU
running pants without reflective AF symbols, they must wear a reflective belt during the
hours of darkness.

2.3.11. AFOSI special agents will follow guidance prescribed in AFI-36-2903/AFOSI
Supplement.

2.3.12. Airmen who perform duties outside the wire (OTW) will wear a fire retardant uniform
and/or tactical ensemble. Airmen are authorized to wear the issued uniform as their Uniform of
the Day (UoD).

2.3.12.1. Airmen deployed to Iraq will wear the ABS-G ensemble. If the ABS-G is not
available, the FR-UCP is authorized.

2.3.12.2. Airmen deployed to Afghanistan will wear the FR-OCP. If the FR-OCP is not
available, the FR-UCP is authorized. If the FR-UCP is not available, the ABS-G is
authorized.

2.3.13. Cellular phones will not be used while walking in uniform in the CENTCOM AOR.

2.3.14. Airmen will not leave hands in pockets when walking or standing in public.

2.3.15. Ballistic eyewear and safety goggles may be attached to a safety/restraint device and
may hang in front of the body when not being worn.

2.3.16. Sunglasses will never be placed on top of the head or hung from pockets or other parts
of the uniform. A blue, black, tan or green restraining strap is authorized to allow the glasses to
hang on the front of the body, around the neck, in duty uniform and AFPTU.

2.3.17. Airmen will comply with the AF Tattoo policy in all uniforms.
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2.4. DOD Civilians.

2.4.1. Civilians may wear the ABU when deployed to the CENTCOM AOR and performing
duties assigned to USAFCENT unless specifically restricted by direction of the forces
commander in a specific combat zone. Civilians wearing the ABU must wear the uniform
according to administrative instructions. Local instructions that direct Air Force military
personnel on wearing apply equally to civilian employees, as appropriate. Refer to AFI 36-801,
Uniforms For Civilian Employees, paragraphs 6.3.6 and 6.7 for specific uniform wear
requirements.

2.4.2. Civilians are not authorized to wear the AFPTU or any AFPTU items.

2.4.3. Civilians must wear conservative clothing during off duty time. Clothing must take into
account local customs and traditions. Exposed skin must be limited. Long sleeve shirts and long
pants will be worn when traveling on AF aircraft.

2.4.4. Civilians are required to wear conservative clothing for physical training. Exposed skin
will be limited. Wear of civilian PT gear should be worn in similar fashion as the AFPTU.

2.5. DOD Contractors.

2.5.1. Per DoDI 3020.41, Contractor Personnel Authorized to Accompany the U.S. Armed
Forces, paragraph 6.2.77, Combatant Commanders may authorize contingency contractor
personnel to wear standard uniform items for operational reasons. The authorization for wear of
a uniform shall be in writing and carried by the authorized contingency contractor personnel.
The uniform will be self procured (non-issued) and must be distinguishable from military
personnel, through use of distinctive patches, arm bands, name tags or headgear (IAW para
2.5.2and 2.5.3.).

2.5.2. Standard nametag with the individual’s last name will be sewn over the right pocket in
the same manner as Airmen.

2.5.3. A tag sewn over the left pocket may simply state “DOD Contractor.” No other
company name or emblem may be worn on the ABU.

2.5.4. Contractors are not authorized to wear the AFPTU or any AFPTU items.

2.5.5. Contractors must wear conservative clothing during off duty time. Clothing must take
into account local customs and traditions. Exposed skin must be limited. Long sleeve shirts and
long pants will be worn when traveling on AF aircraft.

2.5.6. Contractors are required to wear conservative clothing for physical training. Exposed
skin will be limited. Wear of civilian PT gear should be worn in similar fashion as the AFPTU.



USAFCENTI 36-2903 2 AUGUST 2011 9

Chapter 3
SPECIFIC UNIFORM STANDARDS
3.1. Airman Battle Uniform (ABU):
3.1.1. ABU patrol or floppy caps are the only authorized headgear for the ABU. Exception:
Members assigned to RED HORSE units are authorized to wear the official RED HORSE

organizational baseball cap in lieu of the ABU patrol cap or floppy hat while inside the wire.

3.1.2. ABU caps will not be rolled, tucked or otherwise formed (Ranger Roll and other
adjustments are not authorized). Caps will be worn in their natural form.

3.1.3. Wear of cold weather hats/caps is authorized when seasonally required.
3.1.4. Name tags/embroidery will not be applied to hats/caps.

3.1.5. Officer rank must be either subdued metal or cloth insignia.

3.1.6. Floppy hats will not be formed or rolled up. They must have a natural look.

3.1.7. ABU blouses will be worn at all times except when and where local commanders
authorize their removal for essential duties.

3.1.7.1. Blouses will always be worn when riding in vehicles and walking in public.
3.1.7.2. Sleeves will not be rolled up or tucked at the wrist.

3.1.8. All Airmen will comply with HHQ regulations concerning the wear of the ABU. (i.e.
sister service combat unit patches, Ranger tabs etc. are not authorized on the ABU).

3.1.9. Cold weather clothing may be worn as authorized by local commander.

3.1.10. The AF green fleece is authorized as a liner under the APECs jacket to provide cold
weather protection. It is also authorized to be worn as an outer-garment with the ABU. When
worn as an outer-garment, it will be zipped to mid upper-chest and must have rank, service and
name tape affixed by Velcro. Local commander may approve the wear of the AF green fleece
indoors.

3.1.11. The black fleece jacket is not authorized for wear.

3.1.12. Sage green or tan boots are authorized for wear while deployed to the AOR.

3.2. Desert Flight Duty Uniform (DFDU or Flight suit):
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3.21. DCU patterned 8-point or floppy hat are the only authorized headgear for the
DCU/DFDU.

3.2.2. Name tags/embroidery will not be applied.
3.2.3. Scarves will not be worn with flight suits

3.2.4. Wear authorized laced or belted brown/green suede flight boots. EXCEPTION: aircrew
personnel are authorized the wear of the USMC/Navy hot weather safety toe flight boot, model
330 and 340 DES ST.

3.2.5. Leather A2 flying jacket or tan Nomex flight jacket may be worn with the DFDU.
Gortex Parka and Pants are authorized for wear with the DFDU while performing ground duties.
Individuals may wear the Gortex parka and pants while performing duties in inclement weather.
Parka may be worn without the Gortex pants, however Gortex pants must be worn with parka.
Gortex is not authorized for wear in flight by aircrew members.

3.2.6. Jackets will be zipped at least half way.
3.2.7. Sleeves of the jacket will not be pushed up or rolled under.

3.2.8. The green fleece liner will not be worn with the DFDU, as the desert flight jacket is
readily available for those authorized to wear the DFDU.

3.2.9. Velcro fasteners will be brown or tan.

3.2.10. A subdued 3 inch squadron or organizational patch must be worn on the right
shoulder. The AFCENT Command patch will be worn on the right breast of the DFDU, above
the right breast pocket.

3.2.10.1. Procure desert subdued USAFCENT patches through supply channels. Local
manufacture is not authorized.

3.2.10.2. Squadron and other organizational patches must be based on official unit heraldry
approved in accordance with AFI 84-105, Organizational Lineage, Honors, and Heraldry.
Procure patches only from a manufacturer certified by the US Army Institute of Heraldry in
accordance with 32 U.S.C. 507, using the patch manufacturing specification drawing
provided by the US Army Institute of Heraldry. Contact local history office or USAFCENT
Shaw history office for assistance.

3.2.11. Nametags will be desert colored and centered over the left breast pocket of the
DFDU/jacket.

3.2.12. Limit contents of nametags to appropriate aeronautical badges and aircrew member’s
name; last name is mandatory.



USAFCENTI 36-2903 2 AUGUST 2011 11

3.2.12.1. Commanders will ensure uniformity of patch wear within the organizations under
their command.

3.2.13. Enlisted aircrew member’s nametag must have their abbreviated rank (SSgt, MSgt, etc.)
displayed on the name tag.

3.2.14. Critical Care Air Transport Team Patch, Weapons School and Test Pilot School
graduate patches are authorized for those authorized to wear them.

3.2.15. Remove (sanitize) all patches from the DFDU before flying a combat mission.
3.2.16. Replace all patches on the DFDU upon return from a combat mission.

3.3. Air Force Physical Training Uniform (AFPTU): AFPTU will be worn as a uniform.
3.3.1. While in AFPTU, saluting is not required IAW AFI 36-2903, Section 7.1, para 7.1.14.
3.3.2. Headgear is not authorized for wear indoors while in the AFPTU.

3.3.3. AFPTU jackets will be zipped at least half way.
3.3.4. Spandex or athletic shorts (navy blue or black) may be worn under PT shorts.

3.3.5. Full length leggings (navy blue or black) may be worn under PT shorts or pants during
cold weather periods.

3.3.6. AFPTU shirts (short sleeve & long sleeve) will be tucked in during normal wear.
3.3.7. The AFPTU sweatshirt is an optional item authorized for wear.

3.3.8. During extreme cold weather, Commanders may authorize the wear of the APECs jacket
as an additional layer on top of the AFPTU garments

3.3.9. Civilian clothing is not authorized to be mixed with AFPTU items.

3.3.10. Firefighters are authorized to wear the 100% cotton firefighter PT uniform while at the
fire station or performing firefighter duties.

3.3.11. Commanders will determine:
3.3.11.1. Types of authorized headgear to include where they can be worn.

3.3.11.2. Types of authorized footwear to include where they can be worn. Take local
customs into account when developing these standards.

3.3.11.3. Wear periods for cold weather headgear.
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3.3.11.4. Additional requirements to incorporate joint and coalition policies.

3.3.11.5. Wear of additional items such as ski wraps/sweatbands, personal hydration
systems, fanny packs, armbands, gloves, etc.

3.3.11.6. Wear of boots with AFPTU during periods of extreme or inclement weather.

3.4. Airman Battle System-Ground (ABS-G)

3.4.1. The ABS-G is a multi-layered tactical combat ensemble and is authorized for wear by all
Airmen who perform ground combat missions and are exposed to fire and/or explosive hazards.

3.4.2. The ABS-G will be issued to Airmen at the Power Projection Platform (PPP)/MAJCOM
Regional Training Center (RTC), during pre-deployment training, or at the home station prior to
pre-deployment training. Any additional issue of the ABS-G will be coordinated through
USAFCENT/A3T and A4RS. Small stocks of replacement gear will be maintained/issued at the
Expeditionary Group and Wings when they are available.

3.4.3. Initial Basis of Issue (BOI) of the ensemble will be accomplished by USAFCENT/AA4.
Authorized patches and nametags are not considered initial BOI. Units must procure and fund
for these items and Velcro requirements.

3.4.4. Individuals authorized to wear the ABS-G are authorized to wear it as a UoD combat
ensemble and do not require ABUs in addition.

3.4.4.1. The ABS-G will be worn with the fire retardant Airman Battle Ensemble (ABE) blouse
as an outer garment. The fire retardant fleece-lined jacket and pants are also authorized as an
outer garment when outside the wire. The AF sage green fleece, that is not fire retardant, may
only be worn as an outer garment while inside the wire. When worn as an outer-garment, it will
be zipped to mid upper-chest and must have rank, service and name tape affixed by Velcro.
Local commander may approve the wear of the AF green fleece indoors.

3.4.4.2. The Airman Battle Shirt (ABS) may be authorized for issue/use without the ABS-G
ensemble at locations requiring the continuous wear of the individual body armor (IBA)
while performing daily duties. The ABS will not be worn without IBA.

3.4.4.3. The ABS will not be the outer garment for wear in Dining Facilities (DFACSs), Base
Exchange areas and other areas not directly related to the OTW mission.

3.4.4.4. Sleeves will not be rolled up or tucked at the wrist.
3.4.5. Sage green or tan boots will be worn. Pants will not be bloused.

3.4.6. AEG commanders will provide Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron (ELRS)
written authorization to replace torn, tattered or heavily soiled items when stocks are available.
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When stocks are unavailable, issue of ABS-G replacement gear will be coordinated through
USAFCENT/AS3T and A4RS.

3.4.7. Airmen will wear sage green colored aircrew style name patch centered over the left
breast pocket of the ABE blouse. Name patch will include member’s rank, name (i.e., JOHN
DOE, AMN) and US Aiir Force. Member’s rank will be abbreviated and shown in design form.
See attachment 4 for clarification. Aeronautical, Miscellaneous, Occupational or Duty badges
are authorized. Call signs are not authorized on the name patch.

3.4.7. Campaign, exercise, and morale patches with personal messages are not authorized.
3.4.8. Organizational Patches and Specialty Patches.

3.4.8.1. Right shoulder: Infra-Red US Flag may be worn. Additionally, an Air Force Unit
Patch (group, squadron, or task force patch) may be worn under the flag. See photos at
attachment 4.

3.4.8.2. Left Shoulder: Infra-Red duty identifier may be worn (plain lettering in
black/Infra-Red). Some examples would be EOD, JTAC, SF, FP, TACP, PJ. Also, the
following joint qualification tabs may be worn, Ranger, Airborne, Air Assault, Scuba, and
Pathfinder. See photos at attachment 4. Additionally, a HHQ official patch or aligned unit
patch, to include a joint patch, may be worn on the left shoulder under the duty identifier.
Examples are USAFCENT, AF Wing or Joint Force Command authorized patches.

3.4.8.3. Authorized patches and nametags will be subdued.

3.4.8.3.1. Sage green background with dark blue stitching/lettering is the standard
for nametags.

3.4.8.3.2. Squadron and other organizational patches must be based on official unit
heraldry approved in accordance with AFI 84-105, Organizational Lineage, Honors,
and Heraldry. Procure patches only from a manufacturer certified by the US Army
Institute of Heraldry in accordance with 32 US.C. 507 at
https://aef.afpc.randolph.af.mil/AFRIT/afrit.aspx?cat=123 , using the patch
manufacturing specification drawing provided by the US Army Institute of Heraldry.
Contact local history office or USAFCENT Shaw history office for assistance.

3.4.8.4. Wear of infra-red multi-use marker (1”x1” patch of glint tape) is mandatory for
OTW operations and may be permanently affixed to the ABS-G.

3.4.8.5. Patches will be affixed via Velcro and will not be sewn directly on FR uniforms.
Noted exception is the wear of glint tape AW paragraph 3.4.8.4.

3.4.9. Authorized Headgear: The following headgear is authorized for wear with the ABS-G:

3.4.9.1. ABU patrol cap.
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3.4.9.2. ABU floppy hat.

3.4.9.3. Protective Helmet. For the purpose of tactical blending, USAF members will
ensure their helmet matches those of their supported unit.

3.4.9.4. Cold weather hats (sage green or black micro fiber or cotton).
3.4.10. ABS-G Layers:

3.4.10.1. Layer 1 is fire resistant (FR) undergarments. These items are required to be worn
for safety and health reasons. If FR underwear is unavailable, 100% cotton will be worn.

3.4.10.2. Layer 2 is the combat ensemble. The combat ensemble has 3 parts: pants, blouse
and the ABS.

3.4.10.3. Layer 3 is the FR cold weather pants and coat. The cold weather layer may be
mixed and matched with Layer 2.

3.4.10.4. Layer 4 is the Improved Outer Tactical Vest (IOTV - Individual Body Armor) that
may be issued by supported unit.

3.4.11. SAFETY WARNING: Personnel could sustain severe, life threatening injuries if ABS-
G is worn improperly or mixed with non-flame retardant items/clothing such as polyester
undergarments, bras and polypropylene cold weather gear. To ensure personal safety, strict
adherence to wear policies contained herein is an absolute must.

3.5. Fire Retardant Universal Camouflage Pattern (FR-UCP).

3.5.1. The FR-UCP is a Joint Service Solution Uniform in the Universal Camouflage Pattern.
The FR-UCP is authorized for wear by all Airmen that are 1) performing duties OTW and
assigned or aligned with a unit that is wearing the FR-UCP, or 2) in Iraq performing duties
OTW and the ABS-G is not available, or 3) in Afghanistan performing duties OTW and the FR-
OCP is not available.

3.5.2. The FR-UCP will be issued at Combat Skills Training locations or upon arrival at the
deployed duty location. Name tapes and rank are not considered part of the issue and must be
procured and funded by member’s unit.

3.5.3. Wear guidance (See photo Atch 5):

3.5.3.1. Individuals authorized to wear the FR-UCP are authorized to wear it as UoD. This
includes travel to and from the AOR.

3.5.3.2. AEG commanders will provide Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron
(ELRS) written authorization to replace torn, tattered or heavily soiled items when stocks
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are available.  When stocks are unavailable, issue will be coordinated through
USAFCENT/AS3T and A4RS.

3.5.3.3. Name and US Air Force tapes will be sewn with blue or black thread and attached
on uniform using Velcro. The rank will be placed, using Velcro, in the center of the shirt,
the same location as the Army wears the rank. All rank will be sewn on Universal
Camouflage Pattern background with black thread, except 2" Lieutenant and Major which
will be sewn in a dark sand or tan thread. This will distinguish between 1% and 2"
Lieutenant and Major and Lieutenant Colonel.

3.5.3.4. The patrol cap or boonie hat will be worn; matching helmet cover is also
authorized. Name tapes may be placed on the back of the patrol cap using Velcro. Officer
rank will be sewn on the patrol cap or boonie hat.

3.5.3.5. The black scarf, black earmuffs and black gloves are authorized to be worn. ABS-
G outerwear will be authorized until matching outerwear is available.

3.5.3.6. Tan boots will be worn. Pants will be bloused.

3.5.3.7. ABS-G cold weather items are authorized as mix-n-match for FR-UCP. If the sage
green Army liner was issued prior to deployment, it may be worn, however if the AF sage
green fleece is available, it will be worn vice a sister service fleece jacket and only while
inside the wire since it is not fire retardant.

3.5.3.8. Sleeves will not be rolled up or tucked at the wrist.
3.5.4. Organizational Patches and Specialty Patches.

3.5.4.1. Right shoulder: Infra-Red US Flag may be worn. Additionally, an Air Force Unit
Patch (group, squadron, or task force patch) may be worn under the flag. See photos at
attachment 4.

3.5.4.2. Left Shoulder: Infra-Red duty identifier may be worn (plain lettering in
black/Infra-Red). Some examples would be EOD, JTAC, SF, FP, TACP, PJ. Also, the
following joint qualification tabs may be worn, Ranger, Airborne, Air Assault, Scuba, and
Pathfinder. See photos at attachment 4. Additionally, a HHQ official patch or aligned unit
patch, to include a joint patch, may be worn on the left shoulder under the duty identifier.
Examples are USAFCENT, AF Wing or Joint Force Command authorized patches.

3.5.4.3. Authorized patches will be subdued.

Squadron and other organizational patches must be based on official unit heraldry
approved in accordance with AFI 84-105, Organizational Lineage, Honors, and
Heraldry. Procure patches only from a manufacturer certified by the US Army
Institute of Heraldry in accordance with 32 US.C. 507 at
https://aef.afpc.randolph.af.mil/AFRIT/afrit.aspx?cat=123 , using the patch
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manufacturing specification drawing provided by the US Army Institute of Heraldry.
Contact local history office or USAFCENT Shaw history office for assistance.

3.5.4.4. Wear of infra-red multi-use marker (1”x1” patch of glint tape) is mandatory for
OTW operations and may be permanently affixed to the FR-UCP.

3.5.4.5. Patches will be affixed via Velcro and will not be sewn directly on FR uniforms.
Noted exception is the wear of glint tape IAW paragraph 3.5.4.4.

3.5.,5. SAFETY WARNING: Personnel could sustain severe, life threatening injuries if FR-
UCP is worn improperly or mixed with non-flame retardant items/clothing such as polyester
undergarments, bras and polypropylene cold weather gear. To ensure personal safety, strict
adherence to wear policies contained herein is an absolute must.

3.6. Fire Retardant Operation Enduring Freedom Camouflage Pattern (FR-OCP).

3.6.1. The FR-OCP is Joint Service Solution Gear in the Operation Enduring Freedom
Camouflage Pattern, also referred to as the “multi-cam”. The FR-OCP is designed for
operations in the Afghanistan AOR. It is authorized for wear by all Airmen who perform
ground combat missions, by personnel directly aligned with and supporting US Army units, and
by personnel exposed to fire and/or explosive hazards. Potential fire and explosive threat
determine prioritization of issue.

3.6.2. The FR-OCP will be issued at Combat Skills Training locations or upon arrival at the
deployed duty location. Name tapes and rank are not considered part of the issue and must be
procured and funded by member’s unit.

3.6.3. Wear guidance (See photo Atch 6):

3.6.3.1. Individuals authorized to wear the FR-OCP are authorized to wear it as UoD, this
includes travel to and from the AOR.

3.6.3.2. AEG commanders will provide Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron
(ELRS) written authorization to replace torn, tattered or heavily soiled items when stocks
are available.  When stocks are unavailable, issue will be coordinated through
USAFCENT/AS3T and A4RS.

3.6.3.3. Name and US Air Force tapes will be sewn with Spice Brown thread, Cable No.
67196 attached on the uniform using Velcro. All officer rank will be Black (Cable No.
67138) with the exception of 2" Lieutenant and Major which will be Spice Brown. All
enlisted ranks will be Spice Brown with Khaki (Cable No. 67193) borders. All rank will be
placed, with Velcro, in the center of the shirt; in the same location the U.S. Army wears the
rank.
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3.6.3.4. The patrol cap or sun hat will be worn; matching helmet cover is also authorized.
Name tapes may be placed on the back of the patrol cap using Velcro. Officer rank will be
sewn on the patrol cap or sun hat.

3.6.3.5. The black scarf, black earmuffs and black gloves are authorized to be worn. ABS-
G outerwear will be authorized until matching outerwear is available.

3.6.3.6. The brown Mountain Combat Boots or tan boots will be worn with the FR-OCP.
Pants will be bloused.

3.6.3.7. The Army Combat Shirt (ACS) is authorized for issue/use without the FR-OCP
ensemble at locations requiring the continuous wear of the individual body armor (IBA)
while performing daily duties.

3.6.3.8. The FR-OCP will be worn with the blouse or one of the Extended Cold Weather
Clothing System (ECWCS) jackets (fleece, wind, soft shell, wet weather or extreme cold
weather).

3.6.3.9. ABS-G cold weather items are authorized as mix-n-match for FR-OCP. If the sage
green Army liner was issued prior to deployment, it may be worn, however if the AF sage
green fleece is available, it will be worn vice a sister service fleece jacket and only while
inside the wire since it is not fire retardant.

3.6.3.10. Sleeves will not be rolled up or tucked at the wrist.
3.6.4. Organizational Patches and Specialty Patches.

3.6.4.1. Right shoulder: Infra-Red US Flag may be worn. Additionally, an Air Force Unit
Patch (group, squadron, or task force patch) may be worn under the flag. See photos at
attachment 6.

3.6.4.2. Left Shoulder: Infra-Red duty identifier may be worn (plain lettering in
black/Infra-Red). Some examples would be EOD, JTAC, SF, FP, TACP, PJ. Also, the
following joint qualification tabs may be worn, Ranger, Airborne, Air Assault, Scuba, and
Pathfinder. See photos at attachment 4. Additionally, a HHQ official patch or aligned unit
patch, to include a joint patch, may be worn on the left shoulder under the duty identifier.
Examples are USAFCENT, AF Wing or Joint Force Command authorized patches.

3.6.4.3. Authorized patches will be subdued.

Squadron and other organizational patches must be based on official unit heraldry
approved in accordance with AFI 84-105, Organizational Lineage, Honors, and
Heraldry. Procure patches only from a manufacturer certified by the US Army
Institute of Heraldry in accordance with 32 U.S.C. 507 at
https://aef.afpc.randolph.af.mil/AFRIT/afrit.aspx?cat=123 , using the patch
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manufacturing specification drawing provided by the US Army Institute of Heraldry.
Contact local history office or USAFCENT Shaw history office for assistance.

3.6.4.4. Wear of infra-red multi-use marker (1”x1” patch of glint tape) is mandatory for
OTW operations and may be permanently affixed to the FR-OCP.

3.6.4.5. Patches will be affixed via Velcro and will not be sewn directly on FR uniforms.
Noted exception is the wear of glint tape IAW paragraph 3.6.4.4.

3.6.5. SAFETY WARNING: Personnel could sustain severe, life threatening injuries if FR-
OCP is worn improperly or mixed with non-flame retardant items/clothing such as polyester
undergarments, bras and polypropylene cold weather gear. To ensure personal safety, strict
adherence to wear policies contained herein is an absolute must.

3.7. Tactical Flight Duty Uniform (TFDU).

3.7.1. Aircrews are authorized to wear the two-piece flight suit which is referred to as the
Tactical Flight Duty Uniform (TFDU) in HH-60 and C-130 aircraft. Extreme temperatures at
operating locations dictate taking positive steps to reduce the probability of aircrew members
having a heat related physiological incident. Therefore, unit commanders may authorize the
wear of the TFDU.

3.7.2. Wear guidance: The TFDU is considered organizational equipment and is not intended
as a uniform replacement/suitable substitute for the USAF Uniform Board’s approved CWU-
27/P Flight Suit. TFDU will only be worn when performing flying operations, flight line duties,
flight related duties (to include Alert Commitments/Responsibilities) and meals in association
with flying duties. It will not be worn during travel to and from the Area of Responsibility.
Mixing of jackets and pants from different manufacturers is not authorized. The COMAFFOR
retains overall approval authority for the TFDU wear in their respective Area of Operations.

3.7.2.1. Accouterments: Scarves will not be worn. Squadron/Organizational Patches and
Name Tags will be worn IAW unit Desert Flight Duty Uniform color schemes and policies.

3.7.2.2. Do not blouse or tuck trousers into boots.

3.7.2.3. Desert patrol cap or desert floppy hat, “boonie” is authorized for wear.

3.7.2.4. Desert sand t-shirt will be worn and tucked into the trousers. Layering of clothing
due to temperature extremes is authorized. All undergarments must be of natural fibers or
inherent flame resistant materials approved for flight.

3.7.2.5. London Bridge Trading Rigger’s Belt, part # LBT0612A, is authorized to be worn.

3.7.2.6. Desert tan or sage green socks will be worn and must be of natural fibers or
inherent flame resistant materials approved for flight.



USAFCENTI 36-2903 2 AUGUST 2011 19

3.7.2.7. Desert tan or sage green boots will be worn and must be approved for flight.

3.7.2.8. Local unit approved over garment clothing is authorized for flight operations and
may only be worn while performing flying operations or flight line duties.

3.8. Improved Rain Suit (IRS).
3.8.1. The IRS will have an ABU rank fob affixed to the rank tab.
3.8.2. If worn, the IRS will be clean and in serviceable condition.

3.8.3. The IRS will be zipped, snapped, and buttoned. NOTE: Underarm venting may be
unzipped, as needed.

3.8.4. The IRS will only be worn outdoors. It must be removed in an office environment.
3.8.5. The IRS hood does not preclude the need to wear proper headgear.
3.8.6. Authorized headgear worn with the ABU will also be worn with the IRS.

3.8.7. The sage green fleece is authorized for wear with the IRS. When worn, the cold weather
liner will be clean and in serviceable condition. (See para 3.1.10 for additional guidance.)

3.9. Honor Guard (HG) Uniform Standards: USAFCENT Airmen assigned to perform honor
guard functions will be provided uniform items IAW this instruction at unit expense. Units should
procure HG accouterments, maintain ample supply to outfit a reasonably sized HG detail, and
maintain accountability of items purchased.

3.9.1. HG basic uniform is the ABU with the following added items:

3.9.1.1. Black aiguillette (black brassard may be used in lieu of the aiguillette) worn on the
left upper arm

3.9.1.2. Black ascot with no patch or writing
3.9.1.3. Black web belt with gold or silver buckle
3.9.1.4. Black gloves
3.9.1.5. ABU Patrol Cap
3.9.1.6. Desert Tan Boots
3.9.2. In cases where the black brassard is used, the following rules apply:

3.9.2.1. Gold or Silver lettering (must match the belt metal)
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3.9.2.2. The words “Honor Guard” embossed on the bottom
3.9.2.3. US and host nation flags in full color and equal size
3.9.2.4. The base name may also be added

3.9.2.5. Additional wording is not authorized (names, duty titles, etc.)

3. 10. Security Forces Brassard.

3.10.1. Security Forces and coalition members attached for duty purposes to ESFS units are
authorized to wear the USAFCENT brassard in order to clearly identify themselves when
performing SF duties. A color diagram is located at Attachment 2.

3.10.2. The brassard will be worn on the upper left arm and will be attached to the sleeve by a
button, clip, or safety pin concealed behind the fabric. The appearance of the USAFCENT
brassard will not be changed or modified. Coalition forces determined by the installation
commander as requiring use of the SF brassard will be authorized to place their national flag on
the brassard in lieu of the American flag. The brassard must be removed when the member is
off-duty or when not performing SF duties.

3.10.3. If possible, individual bases will locally contract for the specified brassard through local
funding. USAFCENT/FP will be responsible for purchasing brassards with USAFCENT funds
for locations unable to procure items locally. Unit commanders will account for all brassards
issued and develop local policies for disposal or reissue.

3.11. Force Protection Escorts Brassard.

3.11.1. Security escorts shall comply with USAFCENT and applicable Wing dress and
appearance standards. If an FP escort brassard is worn, it should be similar in color and
appearance to the SF brassard with letters "FP" substituted for SF.
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Chapter 4

TRAVEL ATTIRE AND CIVILIAN CLOTHING

4.1. Wear of Military Clothing While Traveling En-route to Deployment Location: Airmen
reporting to or departing from the USCENTCOM AOR on chartered flights from Aerial Port of
Embarkation (APOE) to Aerial Port of Debarkation (APOD) will be in uniform of the day.
4.2. Wear of Civilian Clothing While Traveling En-route to Deployment Location.
4.2.1. Civilian clothing must be neat, clean, and warm enough for in-flight operations.
4.2.2. Civilian clothing must be conservative and appropriate for the mode of travel and
destination. Examples of inappropriate clothing include: ripped, torn, frayed, or patched
clothing; tank tops, shorts, short skirts, undergarments worn as outer garment, bathing suits,
sandals, and any garments which are revealing or contain obscene, profane, or lewd words or
drawings. Jeans and T-shirts are not authorized for wear while traveling.

4.2.3. Wear civilian clothing if arriving at or departing from commercial airports within the
AOR.

4.2.4. Civilian attire must be hand carried in case travel by commercial options is directed.
4.2.5. Members will not travel in open-toed shoes, sandals, flip-flops or dilapidated footwear.

4.3. Civilian Clothing off Base: Civilian attire can be authorized by commanders for functions off
base, official business, visits to an Embassy, or special activities.

4.2.1. Civilian clothing will meet the following minimum requirements:
4.2.1.1. Conservative, collared shirts, dress pants, Khakis, or jeans, which fit properly.
4.2.1.2. Shirts must be buttoned.

4.2.1.3. Women may wear skirts. The length of skirts should be modest and appropriate for
regional sensitivities, no shorter than the top of the kneecap is acceptable.

4.2.1.4. Clothes will not have holes or tears, and shoes should be conservative.
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Chapter 5

ORGANIZATIONAL CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT

5.1. Functional Clothing Items.

5.1.1. Watch Cap (knit or micro fiber; black or sage green). May be worn during inclement
weather and periodically as defined by the commanders. Airmen should procure and/or be
issued the sage green cap as rapidly as possible. If this cap is available, wear it in lieu of a black
or navy blue watch cap.

5.1.1.1. Worn if cold weather gear is layered under the shirt or a uniform outer garment is
worn.

5.1.1.2. Wear the sides of the cap down to cover the ears to the maximum extent possible.
Do not wear the cap rolled up on top of the head. The seam of the cap will rest on the crown
of the head.

5.1.2. Environmental Equipment. Scarves and optional eyeglass safety straps are authorized for
wear during desert operations as weather and work conditions require. Color will compliment
duty uniform and will not detract from a professional image.

5.1.2.1. When authorized by a supervisor, a scarf may be worn in conjunction with
headgear for sun, dust storm, and cold weather protection.

5.1.3. Rucksack/Backpack/Camelback. May be carried on the left shoulder or on both
shoulders, centered on the back. Backpack equipment will not obstruct the person’s ability to
render customs and courtesies. Color will compliment duty uniform and will not detract from a
professional image; color must match UoD, i.e., ABU, ABS-G, UCP or OCP patterns; solid
black or dark blue may be worn with any UoD.

5.1.4. Small, conservative color key chain clip-on flashlights may be worn.

5.1.5. Earplug cases may be worn attached on the uniform.

5.1.6. Name and blood type may be sewn to helmet band for identification purposes. The
helmet band will match the helmet cover pattern. Black, blue or brown stitching will be used.

5.1.7. Name tapes, rank tabs and blood type tabs using Velcro are authorized on body armor.
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Chapter 6

STANDARD UNIFORM POSTURES

6.1. USAFCENT Standard Uniform Postures: The following charts describe basic standards for
wear of uniforms within the USAFCENT AOR. Commanders may adjust for local conditions, host
nation sensitivities, and joint-coalition environments.

6.1.1. Uniform Posture 1: Used for sustained operations in expeditionary environments. The
following standards apply:

6.1.1.1. Uniform of the day is authorized

6.1.1.2. Reflective belt in duty uniform during hours of darkness unless directed otherwise
by local restrictions.

6.1.1.3. IBA/Helmet carried to and from work at locations inside Iraq and Afghanistan, as
adjusted by individual unit commanders for local conditions.

6.1.1.4. IBA/Helmet available at expeditionary locations in the AOR, outside the
geographical confines of Irag and Afghanistan.

6.1.2. Uniform Posture 2: Used for a specified period of time when increased threat of attack is
suspected or known. The following standards apply:

6.1.2.1. Uniform of the day is authorized.

6.1.2.2. AFPTU authorized only to and from selected facilities (Fitness Center and
showers/latrines). IBA and Helmet will be worn.

6.1.2.3. IBA/Helmet worn to and from work, when riding in vehicles and when exposed
outdoors.

6.1.2.4. Minimize outdoor exposure.

6.1.3. Uniform Posture 3: Used for sustained operations when conditions indicate probability
of enemy action. The following standards apply:

6.1.3.1. Uniform of the day is authorized.

6.1.3.2. AFPTU authorized only to and from selected facilities (Fitness Center and
showers/latrines). IBA/Helmet will be worn.

6.1.3.3. IBA/Helmet worn to and from work, when riding in vehicles and when exposed
outdoors.
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6.1.3.4. Minimize outdoor exposure.
6.1.3.5. Selective arming options implemented by commander.

6.1.4. Uniform Posture 4: Used as short or long term when conditions indicate immediate or
high probability of enemy action.

6.1.4.1. Uniform of the day is authorized.

6.1.4.2. AFPTU is not authorized outdoors at any time.
6.1.4.3. Reflective belt not worn at any time.

6.1.4.4. IBA/Helmet worn at all times.

6.1.4.5. Minimize outdoor exposure.

6.1.4.6. All personnel will be armed with the exception of those career fields not required to
bear arms.

6.1.3.7. Earplugs, goggles and gloves will be available to be worn by all personnel.
6.2. Uniform Posture for Travel in Combat Zones:

6.2.1. USAFCENT Airmen will travel in Uniform Posture 4 when riding on military aircraft
into or departing a designated/ identified combat zone airfield (Iraq and AFG). Aircraft
commander will advise when the passengers may remove and must don IBA/helmet. This is
normally when above 15,000 feet when climbing out, and descending through 15,000 feet when
descending to a designated/ identified combat zone airfield.

6.2.2. USAFCENT Airmen will operate in Uniform Posture 4 any time they are conducting
operations outside the wire, regardless of assigned mission.

6.2.3. Commanders may specifically authorize variations for outside the wire missions when
it’s absolutely necessary to complete the mission.

GILMARY M. HOSTAGE III
Lieutenant General, USAF
Commander, USAFCENT
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Attachment 1

GLOSSARY OF REFERENCES AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION

References
AFPD 36-29, Military Standards, 1 June 1996

AFI 36-801, Uniforms for Civilian Employees, 29 April 1994

AFI 36-2903, Dress and Personnel Appearance of Air Force Personnel, 2 August 2006
AFI 84-105, Organizational Lineage, Honors, and Heraldry, 1 February 2006
AFMAN 33-363, Management of Records, 1 March 2008

UCMJ - Uniform Code of Military Justice

25

311 HSWYACLC-PA (AFCTO) CMAL 01-02, Insignia, Shoulder Sleeve (Subdued Unit Patches),

NSN 8455-00-941-2272, 30 Mar 01

32 U.S.C. 507, Manufacture and Sale of Decorations, Medals, Badges, Insignia, Commercial Use

of Heraldic Designs and Heraldic Quality Control Program

Prescribed Forms
None

Adopted Forms

AF IMT 847, Recommendation for Change of Publication

Acronyms

ABE — Airman Battle Ensemble

ABS — Airman Battle Shirt

ABS-G — Airman Battle System - Ground
ABU - Airmen Battle Uniform

ADCON - Administrative Control
AFMAN — Air Force Manual

AFPD — Air Force Personnel Directive
AFPTU — Air Force Physical Training Uniform
AOR - Area of Responsibility

APQOD - Aerial Port of Debarkation
APOE - Aerial Port of Embarkation
CAOC - Combined Air Operations Center
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DFDU - Desert Flight Dress Uniform

DOD - Department of Defense

FR-OCP - Fire Retardant Operation Enduring Freedom Camouflage Pattern
FR-UCP - Fire Retardant Universal Camouflage Pattern
HG — Honor Guard

IRS — Improved Rain Suit

PT — Physical Training

RDS - Records Disposition Schedule

TFDU - Tactical Flight Duty Uniform

UCMJ - Uniform Code of Military Justice

USAFCENT - United States Air Forces Central
USCENTCOM - United States Central Command
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Attachment 2

SECURITY FORCES/FORCE PROTECTION BRASSARD

* % ok % %

Spell out Security Forces in
Host Nation or local language
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Attachment 3

ABS-G PHOTOGRAPHS/VARIATIONS

ABS with ABE pant

*NOTES:
1. Undershirt must be tucked in
2. Shirt/pants must be zipped and fastened

ABE coat/blouse with ABE pant

*NOTES:

1. Jacket must be fastened and zipped.
2. Name tag will be attached via Velcro.
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Cold weather jacket with ABE pant

*NOTES:
1. Jacket and pants must be zipped and fastened.
2. Name tag will be attached via Velcro.

Full Cold weather ensemble

*NOTES:

1. Jacket and pants must be zipped and fastened.

2. Name tag will be attached via Velcro.

3. Gloves should be tucked under sleeves.

4. Head balaclava must be tucked into jacket.

5. The balaclava (scarf) and gloves are not exclusively for cold weather — when worn, items protect the hands and face
from flash fire effects (IED or RPG strike) while operating in a vehicle.
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Attachment 4

SAMPLE OF AUTHORIZED PATCHES

Right Sleeve Velcro Left Sleeve Velcro
Infra-Red Flag on top Infra-Red Functional identifier

nd

Right Sleeve lower patch Left Sleeve lower patch
Must be group, squadron, or Must be AFCENT, Wing Patch,
Task Force Patch or aligned Joint Force Command Patch

ABS-G Aircrew Style Name Patch OCPRight Shoulder with US Flag and
Group Patch
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Attachment 5

v

FIRE RETARDANT UNIVERSAL CAMOUFLAGE PATTERN (FR-UCP)

¥ 7Ty
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Attachment 6

FIRE RETARDANT OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM CAMOUFLAGE PATTERN (FR-OCP)




